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Passive House Certification
Carlos Gamez Ruiz is now a Certified Passive House
Designer (CPHD) through the Passive House Institute in
Darmstadt, Germany. Passive House principles include:
super-insulated envelopes, airtight construction, highperformance glazing, thermal bridge-free detailing, and
heat recovery ventilation. These principles are applicable to almost any building type or design (not just houses!) and consume up to 90% less cooling and heating
energy than conventional buildings. We are excited to be
able to apply these principles to our projects whenever
possible. Carlos’ certification is in place for a five-year
period. Contact him at 403.302.6753 or carlosg@berryarchitecture.ca to discuss how Passive
House principles could be incorporated into your next
project.

Visit to a Passive House, Victoria, BC
As part of a visit to Victoria, BC to check out some working examples of successful co-housing projects, George Berry and Laura Watson were able to visit a Passive House. The house was built in 2015 by Canadian Passive House
pioneer, Stan Boychuk. Stan was involved with the first Passive House in
Canada, “Conservation House”, in Regina, Saskatchewan in 1977. It was interesting for us to see how efficiently a Passive House building works in the
day-to-day life of a family home—all accomplished
in a stylish, comfortable, and cozy atmosphere! The
home has many similarities to the function of our
own LEED Gold office building in Red Deer, with
the exception of a few Passive House principles
which we were unable to incorporate in the renovation process. Thank you for your hospitality, Stan!

Project Update: Columbia Basin Trust Reno
Berry Architecture is working on a renovation project for the Columbia Basin Trust building in Cranbrook, BC. The scope entails an exterior finish
upgrade and modernization to the building and an
interior renovation to the second floor CBT office
space. The office will consist of 11 offices, one
boardroom, one meeting room, flex space and
open work station area for future growth, locker room complete with showers,
small kitchenette, full staff kitchen with lounge, and print room. A mountainthemed mural reflecting the Purcell Mountains location was incorporated into
the exterior renovation. Project is a construction management contract with
Novacom Building Partners and is currently at the finishing stage.

Halloween Party

We had a fun lunchtime Halloween
Party on October 30, with pizza, Halloween-themed cupcakes, and a
scavenger hunt. Only three brave
souls dressed up—Caitlin, Tracey E.,
and Tracy W. Thanks for getting into
the spirit of things, ladies! Thank you
to Shylia for our treats and Tracey E.
for the scavenger hunt.

Wheatland Lodge Online
Community Engagement
We wrapped up our online community engagement sessions for the new
Wheatland Lodge and Hospice on
November 5th. This method worked
extremely well given that in-person
contact was not possible at this time.
There were five sessions with a different topic each week. It was a
steep learning curve for everyone involved, but so informative and rewarding for the project!
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