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Westpark Middle School—Sod-turning Event 

     Staff News Corner  
 
On October 17, Susanne Wid-
decke celebrated 18 years with 
the firm! Susanne joined Berry 
Architecture in 1999 as our 2nd 
employee and has been with us 
ever since. She became a full 
partner in 2004, and we would 
not be where we are today 
without Susanne and her many 
years of loyalty, hard work, 
team play, and expertise. Thank 
you so much for all that you do, 
Susanne!    
 
Continuing Education: 
George and Daren just returned 
from a week-long work/study 
program at Arcosanti, an archi-
tectural and artistic center near 
Phoenix, Arizona. This “urban 
laboratory” was founded by the 
late  architect, Paolo Soleri, and 
still operates under his philoso-
phies and inspiration. It was a 
very interesting and rejuvenat-
ing experience for our lead ar-
chitects.  

October’s Small Project - Roofing Replacements 

The sod-turning and official construction 
kick-off for the new Westpark Middle 
School took place on October 4. Due to 
the recent snowstorm, the event was 
moved indoors to the gym. However, as 
you can see, the earth turning still took 
place. The gym was buzzing with ex-
citement as students, staff, parents, in-
vited guests, and dignitaries filled the 
space. Program included a performance 
by the Westpark senior band, a smudg-
ing ceremony by a First Nations elder, a 
number of speeches (including our own 
George Berry), and the sod turning. 
Shunda Consulting & Construction has 
been awarded the construction contract 
and are planning to start breaking 
ground right away. The new school is 
slated to open for the 2019 school year.  

Berry Architecture completes numerous small-scale projects every year. 
Over the past several years, we have taken on many roofing replace-
ment projects. Carlos Gamez Ruiz has become our “roofing expert” and 
is the go-to guy for these projects. They include various roof replace-
ments for Correction Services Canada, including the Pe Sakastew Cen-
tre in Maskwacis, Okimaw Ochi Healing Lodge in Maple Creek, SK, and 
the Bowden and Drumheller Institutions. We have also undertaken roof-

ing projects this year for Alberta 
Health Services including the Milk 
River Health Centre, Camrose 
Rosehaven Atrium, and the Medi-
cine Hat Regional Hospital. Other 
recent roofing projects include 
schools, RCMP detachments, and 
other government buildings.   

Project Completion, Miners’ Crossing, Nordegg 

The new Miners’ Crossing gas bar and general store is now open in Nor-
degg, Alberta. The store features groceries and convenience store items, 
plus camping supplies and firewood. There is also a servery with coffee, 
sandwiches, and snacks. The building includes a currently unoccupied 
retail unit and a future shower and laundry facility for visitors to the area 
such as campers, hikers, climbers, etc. This building is the start of a 
phased development for the site with ultimate plans for a small hotel and 
commercial/retail units. The plan will provide a number of services cur-
rently lacking in the community which is a growing hub for travel services 
in the region.  

George discussed the design and recognized the 
contributions of the Student Design Committee  

L-R George Berry, Ben Meyer, Dean Pasiuk, Kim 
Schreiner, Aiden Kelly, Barb Miller, Bev Manning, 

Tara Veer, Stu Henry  

 Medicine Hat Regional Hospital Roof Replacement  

         Arcosanti 

Community Support: 
Berry Architecture is a long-
time sponsor of The Foundation 
for Red Deer Public Schools. 
This year we provided sponsor-
ship of the “Finish Line” pro-
gram once again. One in four 
Alberta students does not 
graduate from high school. This 
program reconnects with stu-
dents who are within reach of 
getting their high school diplo-
mas and, using a variety of 
tools, encourages and enables 
interested students to complete 
their diplomas. The program 
has been highly successful, 
and we are very proud to sup-
port this important work.   
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